DOCOHEIT RESUHE 



BD 119 998 

TITLE 



INSTITOTION 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 

EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



SB 020 412 

An Act to Declare a National Policy of Coordinating 
the Increasing Use of the Metric Syste» in the United 
States^ and to Establish a United States Metric Board 
to Coordinate the Voluntary Conversion to the Metric 
Systei. Public Law 9i»-168^ Ninety-Fourth Congress^ H. 
R. 8674^ December 23^ 1975. 

Congress of the JJ.S.g Washington^ D.C. House. 
23 Dec 75 

7p. ; Not availalbe in hard copy due to small print 

MF-$0.83 Plus Postage. HC Not Available from EDRS. 
Curriculum; Elementary Secondary Education; ♦Federal 
Legislation; ♦Mathematics Education; ♦Measurement ; 
♦Metric System; ♦Public Education; Vocabulary 
Congressional Record; ♦Metric Conversion Act 1975 



ABSTRACT 

The Metric Conversion Act of 1975 vas passed on 
December 23, 1975; the act is printed in full in this document, which 
is excerpted from the Congressional Record. The act provides for the 
establishment of a 17-member Metric Board, and charges the board with 
responsibility for devising and executing a program of planning, 
coordination, and public education. Specifically, the board is to 
consult with representatives of industries, agencies, and interest 
groups which are concerned with metrication; plan, facilitate, and 
publicize conversion programs; and consult with international 
organizations concerning recognition of United States metric 
standards. In the area of education the board is obliged to conduct 
public information programs, and consult with governmental agencies 
concerned with education to insure that the metric system is included 
in the curriculum. The board is also charged with conducting periodic 
research concerning the effectiveness of conversiv^n.- (SD) 
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Sin act 



To declare a imtloiial iwUoy of coordinating tJie Increasing use of the metric 
syHtem In tli« United Sttttcs, and to ei?tal)»sh n United States Metric Board 
to c(iOrdlnate tln» voluntary conversion to tlie metric systenu 

He it enacted hy4he Senate and Home of liepresentatives of the 
United Stiitea of America in CuntjnuH imunbled, Tliut this Act may 
bo cited as the "Metric Coii\ ersioii Act of 11)75". 

Sec. 2. The Congress finds as follows : 

(1) The United States was an original bignatory party to t le 
1875 Trcaty of tlio AFeter (20 Stat. 709), which established the 
General Conference of AVeiL'ht.s and Measm-cs, the International 
Coinniittee of Weightb and AleaMii-es and the International Bureau 
of Weiglits and Measures. , , . i 

(2) Although the use of metric measurement standards in the 
United States has been authori/.ed by law since 1866 (Act of 
July 28, ISOG; 14 Stat, m), this Nation today as the only 
industrially developed nation which has not establihhe(l a national 
policy of eommitting itself and taking steps to facilitate con- 
vci-sibn to the metric system. , , . i o.. . 

Skc. 3. It ih therefore declared that the policy of the Lnitcd htates 
hhall bo to coordinate and i)lan the increasin<r use of the metric system 
in the United States and to establish a United States Metric Board 
to coordinate the voluntary convei-sion to the metric system, 
Sec.4. As used in this Act, the term— ,vi i 

{i) **Boanl" means the United States Metric Board, established 
under section 5 of this Act; , , . , m 

(2) '^engineering standard" means a standard which prescribes 
(A) a concise set of conditions and recpiirements that inust bo 
satisfied bv a material product, process, procedui*c, convention, 
or test method; and (B) the physical, functional, performance 
and/or conformance characteristics thereof; 

(3) "international standard or reeonunendation' means an 
engineering standard or recommendation which is (A) formii- 
lated and promulgated by an international organization and (B) 
recommended for adoption by individual nations as a national 
standard; and . 

(4) *^mctric system of measurement" means the International 
System of Units as established by the General Confoience of 
AV'eights ami Measures in 1000 and as interpreted or modified for 
the United States bv the Secretary of Commerce. 

Ski. 5. (a) There is establi^hed, in accordance \\ith this section, an 
independent Inbtrumentality to be known as a United States ^letric 
Board. , . „ 

(b) The Board shall consist of 17 individuals, as follows: - 

( 1 ) the ( hairman, a qualified individual who shall be appointc<l 
by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 

Senate; . i t> i. 

(2) sixteen members who shall be appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, on the follow- 



ing basis 
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(A) one to be selected from lists of qualilled iiulividiiuls 
reioumieiided by engineers and organizations i-epresentativo 
of engineering interests; 

(B) one to be selected from of qualified individuals' 
reconunondod hy scientists, the bcieiitific and technical com- 
nnmity, and organizations representati\o of scientists aad 
technicians; 

(C) one to be selected from a list of qualified individuals 
reconuuemkHl by the National A^ociatiou of jranufacturf rs 
or its successor; 

(I>) one to be selected from lists of qualified individuals 
recommended by the United States Chamber of Comnievcc, 
or itb successor, retailed, and other couunercial orgjinizations; 

(E) two to be selected from lists of qualified individuals 
recommended by tlio American Federation of Labor and Con- 
gress of Industrial organizations or its successor, who arc 
representative of workci-s directly affected by metric con- 
vereion, and by other organizations rei)resentijig labor ; 

(F) one to be selected from a list of qualified individuals 
i*ecommeniled by the National Governors Conference, the 
National Council of State T^egislatnres, and organizations 
repreiJentative of State and local government j 

(G) two to be selected from lists of qualified individuals i-ec- 
oramemleil by organizations representative of small business; 

(II) one to be selecte<l from lists of qualified individuals 
representative of the construction industry; 

(I) one to be selected from a list of qualified individuals 
reconnnended by the Natinmxl Coufei-ence on Weights and 
Measnri*s and standards making organizations; 

(J) one to Ik* selected from lists of qualified individuals 
i-ccomniemled by edncatoi-s, the educational community, and 
organizations representative of educational interests; and 

(K) four at -large uiemlwi'S to repi-eseut consuinei'S and 
other hitei-ests deemed suitable by the Pi-esident and who 
shall 1)6 qualified individuals. 
Term of ^^"^ subsection, each "list" shall include the names of at 

office, h*"«t three iiulividuals fin each api)licabK> vacaiuv. The ternib of office 

of the luembei-s of the lioanl fii-st taking oflice shall rx|)ire as desig- 
nated by the President at the time of nomination; five at the end of 
the 'Jd year; fi\e at the end of the 4th yea<*; ami .six at the end of the 
0th year. The term of oflice of the Chairman of such Hoard shall be 
f) yeai-s. Membei-s. inrlmling the Chairman, may l)e apimintetl to an 
ailditional tt-rm of fi >eai^, in the .sanu' niamuM as the original appoint 
imiiit. Sucicshoi-s to nu'inlnM-s of .sui h HoartI shall be appointed ni the 
same manner as the original iiiembri's and .shall ha\e terin.s of ofiico 
expiring 0 yeai-s from the date of expii-ation of the terms for which 
their predecessoi-s \\eiv apiminteil. .Vn\ individual appointed to fill a 
varancy occurring prior to the expiration of aiij term of oflice shall be 
(;uomm, aiJpointeil for the remaiiulei of that term. Beginning 4:> days after 

the ilate of incorporation of the Hoard, .six members of such Board 
sliall constitute a quoruiu foi the trau.saction of aii> function of the 
Board. 

(c) Unless otherwise provided by the Coiigivss. the l^oard shall ha\o 
no compulsory powei"s. 

(d) The Board shuH cease to exist when the Congress, by law, 
determines that it.sujission has been accomplished. 

Policy Ski . fi. It shall be the function of tlu. Board to ile\jse and carry out 

ixnplcmentiitloiu a bnmd unmi am of planning, cooi dination. and public education, con- 
15 use 205c, 
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sistent with other national polii v ami interests, with the aim of imple- 
menting the policy set forth iu this Act. In carrying out this program, 
the Board shall— , 

(1) consult with and take into account the interests, views, 
and convci-siou co^ts of United States commerce and nulustry, 
inchiding small business; science; engineering; labor; education: 
consumers; government agencies at the Federal, State, and local 
level; nationally recognized standards developing and coordinat- 
ing' organizations; metric convei^ion planning and coordinating 
Vi^ups; and such other individuals or groups as are considered 
appropriate by the Board to the carrying out of the purposes 
of this Act. The Boai-d shall take into account activities under- 
way in the private and public sectoi-s, so as not to duplicate un- 
necessarily such activities; 

(2) provide f r appropriate procedures whereby various 
crroups, under the auspices of the Board, may fornuilatc, and rec- 
ommend or suggest, to the Board specific programs for coorduiat- 
in<' convei-sion in each industry and segment thereof and speciHC 
dimem^ions ami configurations in the metric system an(l in other 
mcasureinents for general use. Such ni-ograms, dimensions, and 
conlin'uratious shall consistent with (A) the needs, interests, 
and Sipabilities of manufactni-ei-s (largo and small), suppliers, 
labor, consuiuei-s, educatoi-s, and other intei-ested groups, and (15) 
the national intcivst; , 

{;\) pul)lieize, in an ai)i)ropnate manner, proposed programs 
and provide an opportunity for intei-ested groups or individuals 
to submit comments on such programs. At the request of inter- 
ested pailies, the Board, in its discretion, may hold hearings wi li 
regard to such programs. Such comments and hearings may be 
considcml by the Board ; , . • „ 

(4) encourage activities of standardization organ i7iitions to 
develop or revise, as rapidly as practicable, enmueermg standards 
on a metric measuirnuMit basis, and to take advanlngc of oppor- 
tunities to promote (.V) rationalization or sunplifieation of rela- 
tionships, (B) improvements of design, 9t^I'''^T '^I'hU 
variations, (D) increases in economy, and (h) where feasible, 
the ellicient use of energy and the conservation of natural 

resources; , , *. j lo 

(5) encourage the retention, in new metric language standards, 
of those United States engineering designs, practices, and conven- 
tions that ai-e internationally accepted or that embody superior 

^^\oTSultaud cooperate with foreign governments, and inter- 
governmental organizations, in collaboration with the Department 
Sf State, and, through appropriate member bodies, with private 
international organizations, which are or become concerned witJi 
the encoiiragenient and coordination of increased use of metric 
uicftsiiremeiit units or engineering standards based on such units, 
or both. Such consultation shall include efforts, where appropriate, 
to train international recognition for metric standards proi)osed 
by the United States, and, during the United States conversion, 
to encourage reteiitio!i of equivalent custoniai'V units, usually 
by way of dual dimensions, in international standards or 
rccoinmendations; , ^ i i 

(7) assist the public thi-ough information and education 
nrofirains, to keoiiie familiar with the meaning and api)licability 
of metric terms and iiieasui-es in daily life. Such programs shall 
include — 
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(A) public iufonujitioii programs conducted by the 
Board, tln-ougli the uso of uewspapei-s, magjiziues, radio, 
television, and other media, and through talks before appro- 
priate citizens' groups, and trade and public organizations; 

(B) counseling and consultation by the Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare; the Seci-etary of I^ibor; the Admin- 
istrator of the Small Business Adniinistnitionj and t ho Direc- 
tor of the Xational Science Foundation, with educational 
associations. State and local educational agencies, labor edu- 
cation committees, appi-entico training committees, and other 
interested groups, in order to assure (i) that the metric sys- 
tem of measnreinent is included in the cnrricnlmn of the 
Xation*s educational institutions, and (ii) that teachoi'S and 
other appropriate pei^onnel are properly trained to teach the 
metric system of measurement ; 

(C) consultation by the Secretary of Commei-ce with the 
Xational Conference "of Weights and Measures in order to 
assure that State and local weights and measures oflicials are 
(ij appropriately involveil in metric cou\ei*sion activities and 
(ii) assisted in their elTorts to bring about timely amendments 
to weights and nieasm cs laws; and 

(D) such other public information activities, by any Fed- 
eral at^cucy in support of this Act, as relate to the mission 
of such agency; 

(h) collect, analyze, and publish in format ion al>out the extent of 
usage of metiMC luea.^nrements; r\alnate the cost.^ and l>oneiUs of 
metric usage; and make efforts to minimize any a(herse elTects 
resell ting from incivasing metric usage; 

(d) rondiirt reseau h, including appropriate snr\e\s; publish the 
U'bultft of Midi reMNiiih, and R-conuufJul to thr Confess and to 
the Pivsiilent .Muh action as ma\ be appi*opi iato to deal \\ith any 
*mivsul\ril problem^ i.-^.^ues, una ipR'stions abhiKialeil with inetiic 
ronvei^ion, oi usage, ^uch problems, issues, and <^ucstion.^ ma\ In- 
rhule, but aiv not limiteil to, the impart on workei*s (such as 
costs of tools anil t mining) and on (liilei-cut orcuputions ami in- 
dustries, possible iu<roasod costs to consunui-s, the impact on 
socict} ami the economy, eifects on small business, the impact on 
tlie internatiomd trade position of the United States, the appro- 
priateness of and methoils for u.^ing procurement by the Federal 
Government as a means to effect convei'sion to the metric system, 
the proper convei'sion or transition perioil in particular sectoi-s of 
society, and consecpienccs for natiomil defense ; 

(10) submit annually to the ("ongress ami to the Presiilen.t a 
repoit on Us aituitics. Each such report shall inchule a status 
nspoil on the convei'sion pixxess as well as projeition.'^ for the con 
\oi"hion process. Smh report imy include recounneudations cov- 
ering au} legi.^^lation or executive action needed to implement the 
the pmgrams of convei'sion ai cepteilbj the Boanl. The BoanI may 
also submit such other tvports and recomiiieiidationA as it deems 
necessary; and 

(11) submit to the Congress and to the Presiilent, not laf'M* 
than 1 >cai aftei the date uf emutmeut of the Act nmking apiu'o- 
prlatious for lan \ iiigout this Act, a leport on the need topro\ ide 
au effective structural mechanism for converting custoniarv units 
to metric units in statutes, regulations, and other lavys at all levels 
of go\ernment, on a coordimite<l and timely basis, in resimnse to 
\oluutary coiivo!"siou programs adopted and iin piemen ted by 
varioussl'ctoi'sof sw}et) miiler the au>pic(saml with the approval 
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of the Board. If tlie Board ileterniines that such a need exists, such 
report sliall inchido recomiiiendations as to appropriate and effec- 
tive means for establisliiiig and implementing sucli a ineclianism. 
Skc. 7. In carr^'ing ont its duties under this Act, the Board may— 

(1) eiitabh^h an Executive Committee, and .such other commit- 
tees as it deems desirable ; 

(2) establish 3uch committees aiul adviisory panels as it deems 
necessary to work with the various sectors of the Nation's econ- 
omy and with Federal and State governmental agencies in the 
devV ipment and implementation of detailed convei'sion plans for 
those sectors. The Board may reimburse, to the extent authorized 
by law, the members of such committees ; 

* (3) conduct hearings at such times and places as it deems 
appropriate; 

(4) enter into contracts, in accordance with the Federal 
Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended 
(40 U.S.C. 471 et seq.), with Federal or State agencies, private 
hrms, institutions, and individuals for the conduct of research or 
sur\eys, the preparation of reports, and other activities necessary 
to the discharge of its duties; 

(5) delegate to the Executive Director such authority as it 
deems advisable; and 

(G) perform such other aets as may be necessary to carry out the 
duties prescrilxnl by this Act. 
Skc. 8. (a) The Board may accept, hold, administer, and utilize 
gifts, durations, and iK^qucfets of propcrtVj both real and personal, and 
personal scrviais, for the purpose of aidmg or facilitatuig the work 
of the Board. Gifts and bequests of money, aiul the proceeds from the 
sale of any other propertv recei\ed as gifts or bequests, shall be 
deposited in the Treasury in a separate fund and shall be disbursed 



(b) For purpose of Federal income, estate, and gift taxation, prop- 
erty accepted under subsection (a) of this section shall be considered 
as a gift or bequest to or for the use of the United States. 

(c) Upon tlie request of the Board, the Secretan^ of the Treasury 
may in\est and reinvest, in securities of the United States, any moneys 
contained in the fund authorized in subsection (a) of this section. 
Income accniing fi-om such securities, and from any other pioperty 
accepted to the credit of such fund, .shall be disbursed upon tne order 
of the Board. 

(il) Funds not expendod by the Board as of the date when it ceases 
to e.\i^t, in accordance with section r)(d) of this Act, shall re\ert to 
the Tiva'iury of the United States as of such d te. 

Ski . 0. Mi uiWi-s of the Board who are not in the rrgular full time 
employ of the United States shall, while attending meetings or con- 
ferences of the Board or while otherwise engaged in the business of 
the Board, l)e entitled to receive compensation at a rate not to exceed 
the daily rate currently Iwing paid grade 18 of tlu General Sche<lulc 
(under section 533*2 of title 5, 1'nited States Code), including travel- 
time. AVhile so ser\ ing, on the business of the Board awa> from their 
homes or regular places of business, members of the Board niay be 
allowed travel exponsis, including per diem in lieu of hnbsistcnce, as 
authorized by .section 5703 of title 5. Unite 1 States Code, for persons 
employed intermittently in the Govemmein. .service. Payments under 
this section shall not render members of the Board employees or 
oHicials of the United States for any purpose. Jfembers of the Board 
who are in the employ of the United States shall bo entitled to travel 
expenses when traveling on the business of the Board. 
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Sec. 10. (a) The liunrd 6\in\\ appoint a qua^liicd Indiv idual to dCr\c 
as the E:iccutive Diructor of tho Board at tliO pleasure of tlie Board. 
Xho £:&ccuti\e Director, subject to tho direction of tliu Board, shall 
bo ^'Sponsible to the Board and shall carp out the metric coiuei'slon 
program, punjuant to tho provision^ of this Act and tho policies estab- 
lished by tho Board. 

(h) The Executive Director of the Board shall servo full time and 
bo subject to the pro\ isions of chapter 51 and subchapter III of chap 
tor 53 of title 5, United States Code. The annual salary of the Execu- 
tive Director shall not exceed le\ol III of the E.xocutive Schedule 
under so/^tion 53U of such title. 

(c) Tho Board may appoint and fix the compensation of such staff 
personnel as may be necessary* to carr> out the provisions of this Act 
m accordance witJi the provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter III 
of chapter 53 of title 5, United Stutes Code. 

{d) Tho Board nm^ (1) employ experts and consultants or organi 
nations thereof, as authorized by sectlun 3109 of title 5, United States 
Codoj (2) eomi>ensate individuals so emplo}ed at rates not in e.xcess 
of tho rate currently being paid grade 18 of the General Schedule 
under section 5332 of such title, including traveltime; and (3) may 
allow such indt\ iduals, while away from their homes or regular places 
of business, travel expenses (Including i>er diem in lieu of subsistence) 
as authorized by section 5703 of such title 5 for persons in tho Gov- 
eniment ser\ico employed intermittently; Provided, however, That 
contracts for such temporary employment nmy be renewed annually. 

Sec. 1L Flttancial and admiuistratiye services, including those 
1 elated tu budgeiing, accounting, financial repoitiu^, personnel, and 
[irocurement^ and sueh other stnff ser\ices ab ma> be needed by tho 
Board, ma> be obtained b> the Board from the Secretary of Com- 
merce or other appropriate sources in the Federal Government Pa,y- 
inent for such .•>t*r\ ices shall be made by the Board, in advance or ty 
i-eimburboment, from funds of the Board in such amounts as mdx l>e 
agreed upon by tlio Chairman of the Board and by the source of the 



Sbc. 12. The-e are authorized to be appropiiated such sums as may 
be necessary to carr^ out the proviblons of this Act. Appropriations 
to cany out the pro\ iblons of this Act umy remain a\ allable for obliL'U' 
tion and expenditure for such period or periods as may bo specified in 
tho Acts making such appropriations. 

Approved December 23, 1975. 
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